The South Lake Tahoe Grizzlies Hockey teams remain at the top of the Northern California Hockey League with wins over strong teams this past weekend.

The Tahoe Bears (8-U) team played the Roseville Skatetown Mites on Saturday and Sunday winning both games easily 5-0, and 9-0 over the typically strong Roseville team. The mites who were chomping at the bit to finally get their season underway came out flying on Saturday afternoon. They carried most of the play allowing Petey Sullivan and Jaden De Gregory to net their first goals of the season. Johnny Ilvento started the season strong where he left off last year and tallied a Hat Trick.  Stingy defense from Wallace Sonntag, Cameron Lehman and younger brother Andrew suffocated the Roseville attack holding them down to just a handful of shots.

It was no problem for the bears to wake up early for the 6:30 am game on Sunday. Adin Burns, Quinn Proctor, Petey Sullivan and Johnny Ilvento each netted a pair of goals. Logan Chapman added another for a 9-0 score. It was however a total team effort with solid forechecking from Charlotte Sonntag, Tommy Yarborough, Tadi Wright, Kip Kosch, and Olin Silverman. Goalie Noah Sorensen came up big when called on to preserve the shutout and was awarded the game puck from the opposing coaches.

“This team played remarkably well for their 1st game of the season, but will have to work a lot harder to hold down some of the upcoming opposition” said coach Ilvento

The Santa Rosa Flyers skate into the South Tahoe Ice Rink this weekend with games Saturday Dec 11th at 5:45 pm and right back on Sunday morning Dec 12th at 10:45 am.  The opening season wins by this young team show that the South Tahoe Amateur Hockey Association (STAHA) and Coaching Staff consisting of John Ilvento, Paul Sullivan, and Phil Sorensen are building a great team at the youngest competitive level, watch out for these kids as they get older!

The Tahoe Grizzlies Squirts (10-U) continued their unbeaten season with two wins over the very tough Santa Clara Blackhawks.  The Blackhawks organization has consistently placed teams in the State Championship over the years, their depth of talent however was no match for the Grizzlies.  Saturday the teams held each other to a 1-1 game until late in the third period when Grizzlies forward Lucas Demsar netted the game winner.  The Grizzlies put the game away with two more quick goals by Kevin Lehman and Mickey Sullivan for a 4-1 win.  On Sunday morning though, Santa Clara came out with a vengeance, proving that they were in town to break the Grizzlies 5-0 record.  The Blackhawks netted two goals on the Grizzlies in the second period to go up 2-0 and played relentless.  The Grizzlies would not be shaken however, and true champions find a way to battle back.  Goals by Lucas Demsar and Kevin Lehman brought the game back into reach. Early in the third period Grizzlies forward Zach Dill intercepted a pass at center ice and out skated the chasing Blackhawks defender to break away and net the game winner.   The Blackhawks didn’t give up though as they quickly fought back and peppered Grizzlies Goalie Nick Ilvento with shots.  Ilvento held strong, making several key saves allowing the Grizzlies to clear the zone and run the clock down.  Team work and not giving up when you are down garnered the Grizzlies with the 3-2 win over their toughest competition of the season and in doing so extended their unbeaten streak to 6-0 while securing first place in the NorCal division.  
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Back checking forwards Mickey Sullivan, Lucas Demsar, and Zach Dill (L to R) close in on the puck during the Grizzlies win over the Santa Clara Blackhawks 

The Tahoe Grizzlies Pee Wee team (12-U) also showed that they are hungry for the top spot in the league standings with wins over the visiting Vacaville Jets team.  Saturday’s packed stands saw a back and forth game between the two hard hitting teams, but the Grizzlies outlasted the Jets and John Moffat, assisted by Travis Wood scored the game winning goal late in the third period to give the Grizzlies the 4-3 victory and in doing so tied them with the San Jose Junior Sharks for first place in the league standings.  Sunday saw the Grizzlies come out firing, with most of the action being played in the Jet’s zone. The Grizzlies scored first from a great drive to the net by Carson Bailey and Matt Newberger, but the Jets quickly countered minutes later.  The Grizzlies would not give in though as they knew a win would garner the team sole possession of first place in the division.  The grizzlies knew they had to put the Jets away quickly and as planned added several more goals by Katie Sonntag, Edward Parkhill, and Spencer Lloyd to end the game 4-1 sending the Jets home 0-2 for the weekend
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Grizzlies forward Reiss Jensen cuts inside the Vacaville Jets defense on Saturday’s Grizzlies 4-3 win over the Jets.

